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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 

COVID-19 has challenged us all and we should be proud of how our community is working  

together to  deal with the pandemic.  We all recognize the sacrifices made by our essential workers, 

and of course included in that group are our local military who continue to train and deploy as  

before.  While SDMAC has not held a public event since our breakfast at WEST 2020, we remain 

busy.  Our board and committees meet using Zoom video-conferencing and as you will see in their 

reports they have remained engaged.  Most noteworthy, our annual Military Economic Impact  

Report is progressing nicely and our board has worked hard to support several state legislative  

issues designed to help military families.  To our steadfast members, we thank you for your support 

and look forward to soon gathering again for our monthly breakfast meeting.  In the mean time,  

     please stay healthy and safe.  
Thank you, 
Chris Humphreys 

The 2020 SDMAC Military Economic Impact Report (MEIR) with the  

Rady School of Management at the University of California San Diego  

SDMAC is excited to be partnering this year with the prestigious RADY SCHOOL to produce our annual economic 
report.  These reports independently highlight the significant impact the presence of our military has upon our  
region’s economy.  Professor Sally Sadoff is leading the analysis for the 2020 report.  Prior to joining the Rady 
School Dr. Sadoff earned her Ph.D. and M.A. in Economics from the University of Chicago and B.A. in Economics 
from Harvard University.  Also overseeing the research is Dr. Lisa Ordonez, Dean of the Rady School.     

SDMAC’s Research Committee, led by SDMAC Board member Mark Wernig from Dowling & Yahnke, is managing 
the report, including facilitating the data collection from our local military.  The timeline for MEIR completion,  
publication, and distribution remains on track for delivery this September.  This year’s study promises to be unlike 
any other we have published to date and we look forward to a long and successful partnership with the Rady School.   

Thank you to our friends at Bank of America who will again be the title sponsor for the report.  For more than 10 
years Bank of America has provided incredible support to make these reports a reality.  Other sponsors are also  
needed for the report.  Please contact Mark Balmert or Mark Wernig for sponsorship opportunities.  

SDMAC’s weekly Webinars are a great way to stay connected!  

While our breakfast meetings are paused during the COVID-19 shutdown SDMAC is working hard to keep our  
members and supporters connected through the SDMAC WEBINAR SERIES.  Since March we have used  
video-teleconferences to present outstanding speakers including Assembly Member Todd Gloria, Admiral Boris 
Becker, NAVWAR’s Executive Director Pat Sullivan, Council Pro Tem Barbara Bry, UC San Diego’s Chancellor 
Pradeep Khosla, and the Rady School’s Dean Lisa Ordonez.   

Please help us stay connected by joining these free webinars.  Register at www.SDMAC.org to receive the link to our 
next webinar.  Although SDMAC membership is not required, if you are not already a member we hope you will  
consider becoming a member to help us continue to support this great military community! 

mailto:executivedirector@sdmac.org
mailto:mark.wernig@dywealth.com


SDMAC  FOUNDATION 

Through the generosity of our 

donors,  SDMAC Foundation 

is pleased to report that our 

academic year 2020  

scholarship program is fully 

funded.   

 

A total of nine scholarships 

valued at $35,000 will be 

awarded to exceptional  

veteran students at San  

Diego State University and 

Cal State University San  

Marcos. 

 

Supporting our student  

veterans is key to their future 

success. 

 

The COVID 19 pandemic has 

hit some military families  

especially hard.  Like many in 

the local area, working  

military spouses have had 

hours reduced or been laid off 

with devastating effects on 

the family’s income.  To offer 

support to these families, the 

SDMAC Foundation has  

undertaken a fundraising  

initiative to provide relief. With 

the support the SDMAC  

Foundation President and 

SDMAC Executive Director, 

and in partnership with the 

USO, the foundation has 

placed a link on the SDMAC 

Website that enables  

participants in the webinars to 

make donations which will be 

used to provide food for  

military families.  By clicking 

on the link, members can 

make a donation to support 

these needy families during 

the ongoing COVID  

emergency.   

We would like to thank those 

donors who have made a  

donation and extend an  

invitation for all to do so.   

Thank You! 
 

Tom Caughlan 
President, SDMAC Foundation 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE  
 

First, I want to sincerely thank our many members and 

followers for your continued support during the prolonged 

shutdown during the COVID-19 crisis.  Without your  

generosity it would be impossible to meet our mission.   

Key to our mission is the publication of our annual report 

on the Military’s Economic Impact to our region.  I am 

proud to report that we have a great partner for this year’s report, the prestigious 

Rady School of Management at the University of California San Diego.  Our report 

is already coming together and we expect a public roll-out in September. 

While our office may be closed to visitors we certainly have not been idle.  Our 

board has remained very engaged in supporting our mission, and our committees 

likewise have made progress on all fronts.  Please see the SDMAC Committee  

Reports in this newsletter to see a little of what they have accomplished. 

At the onset of the pandemic in our region there was understandably confusion on 

the application of safeguards within our military facilities.  Our great friends at the 

Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard were quick to share with us their policy  

updates, and SDMAC’s Ashley Thobois created a section on our website to help 

promulgate these updates.  Those guidelines are still being updated and please visit 

www.SDMAC.org to learn more. 

I also want to call your attention to our work on Policy and Legislation.  Our voice 

is as strong as ever as we work hard to support our military, veterans, and their  

families.  Unfortunately, with an abbreviated session for the state legislators many 

pro-military family initiatives were pulled, including some designed to support  

military spouses seeking employment.  Please see our policy box for the latest  

information. 
 

Mark Balmert 

Executive Director   
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SDMAC Policy & Legislation California Update 

SDMAC’s goal is to support legislation our Board of Directors believe is in the 
best interest of our military, veterans, and their families.  Here is the legislation 
we supported for California’s in 2020, with green bills still alive: 

• SB-907 (Archuleto) encourages counties and local military to create 
information sharing agreements for reporting child abuse or neglect. 

• SB-1007 (Hueso), SB-1071 (Wilk), AB-2226 (Voepel) are designed to  
reduce or eliminate military retirement pay from state income tax. 

• AB-2549 (Salas) and AB-3045 (Gray) allow certain temporary  
licensing for military spouses entering California on official orders. 

• AB-2185 (Patterson) allows license portability for military spouses entering 
the state on official orders; AB-2631 (Cunningham) reduces licensing fees 
for military spouses, and SB-1324 (Allen) directs the creation of a report on 
military spouse professional licensing. 

• AB-2731 (Gloria) waives the state’s CEQA requirements in lieu of an 
expanded federal environmental study for the NAVWAR HQ. 

• AB-2764 (Gloria) provides a waiver for community college open courses that 
makes it easier to offer classes on bases. 



Bases and Infrastructure: 

Chair -  Earl Wederbrook 

The Bases and Infrastructure Committee recently  

expanded its role from focusing on encroachment issues 

to a broader, more comprehensive role that focuses on 

issues that could affect military service readiness.    

These issues include but are not limited to: 

    1. Land, air, sea surface and subsurface and  

electro-  magnetic encroachment. 

    2. Transportation to/from in and around bases 

    3. 5G implementation 

    4. Power 

    5. Water 

    6. Environment 

The Bases and Infrastructure Committee is currently 

monitoring the Kearny Mesa Easement discussions  

between MCAS Miramar and the City of San Diego.   

We are also monitoring the implementation of 5G for 

MCAS Miramar and Camp Pendleton, the Port’s Harbor 

Drive Improvement Initiative, and the Navy  

redevelopment plans for the NAVWAR Old Town 

Campus including agreements with SANDAG.  Please 

contact Earl Wederbrook, Col/ USMC (Ret), Chairman 

of the Bases and Infrastructure Committee with any 

questions or comments at: earl@earlwederbrook.com 

 

 

Membership Committee: 

Chair -  Paul Cassani 

SDMAC membership renewals remain steady and we 

are very appreciative that each of you are making the 

choice to continue supporting us during these difficult 

times.  The Membership Committee continues to meet 

and pursue a list of potential new members as well. The 

obvious challenges with the restrictions imposed by 

COVID 19 Restrictions make it all the more challenging 

as we work to invite candidate companies to attend a 

SDMAC event. We certainly would like to encourage 

all of our members to help in this effort.  Please contact 

Paul Cassani with any new member recommendation. 

 

 

DoD Budget: 

Chair -  Matt Griesbach  

The Defense Budget Committee continues to monitor 

the evolving 2021 defense budget landscape.  With a 

cap in place from last year’s budget agreement the  

negotiations need to take place while staying within this 

bottom line.   Currently we are monitoring the actions of 

the HASC and SASC as they complete mark-ups of the 

submitted budget.  SDMAC believes it is important that 

there is an agreement reached for the budget and we 

avoid the impact on our local businesses from a  

Continuing Resolution.  

Legislative: 

Chair -  Rob Pennoyer 

Our committee, a joint effort with NDIA, continues to 

monitor the development of the 2021 Defense Budget.  

We were pleased to see the signing of Senate Bill 3503, 

protecting Veteran GI Bill Benefits during the  

Coronavirus Crisis.  Additionally, we are working here 

on numerous pieces of state legislation impacting the 

military and their families  

— see the legislation update on the previous page.   

 

Military Family Issues: 

Chair -  Ray Roth 

The SDMAC Military Family Committee addresses 

quality of life issues affecting the region’s military,   

specifically families of active duty and reserve, service 

members themselves, and veterans.  The committee’s 

primary issues for 2020 are Spouse Employment and 

Childcare.  Our committee members are systematically 

researching potential partners to help solve these issues.   

Issues with a focus on organizations with established 

programs and SDMAC member corporations.  The 

committee wants to learn what programs may already 

exist that could help solve the spouse employment or 

childcare, and how can SDMAC contribute to these 

efforts.  Using this information we will seek to build a 

confederation of stakeholders to pursue solutions.  

 

Research Committee: 

Chair -  Mark Wernig 

The SDMAC Research Committee is making great  

progress on the production of our annual Military  

Economic Impact Report.   New this year is the  

partnership with UC San Diego’s prestigious Rady 

School of Management.  Working closely with Rady’s 

Dean Lisa Ordonez and Professor Sally Sadoff the study 

will examine the benefit from the Defense Budget on 

our region’s economy and highlight several local impact 

items including aircraft carrier homeporting and the 

arrival of the F-35 to San Diego.  Look for the report to 

rollout in September.  And of course sponsorship for the 

report is always appreciated and helps SDMAC get this 

vital information out tour community leaders.  If you 

might be able to help please contact Mark Wernig or 

Mark Balmert.  

 

Finance: 

Chair -  Vic Ramsauer 

2020 started as a strong year for SDMAC finances, and 

then the COVID-19 crisis hit impacting our ability to 

hold our popular breakfast events.  The committee  

developed a modified budget and we continue to meet 

or exceed these new goals.  Thanks to strong member  

support we expect to finish the year in good shape. 

SDMAC COMMITTEE UPDATES 
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SDMAC 

 The San Diego Military 

Advisory Council 

(SDMAC) is a member 

based, non-profit 501-c

(6) business  

organization committed 

to preserving San Diego 

as the largest and most 

important military  

community in the U.S. 

As a member, you are 

supporting and  

promoting our local  

military resources and 

people in the defense of 

our nation.  

 

SDMAC ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS DINNER 

• As we go to print we are uncertain when it will be safe 

enough for us to come together to recognize our  

community’s great achievements in support of our  

military. 

• We have reserved the evening of Thursday, August 6th at 

the Admiral Kidd Club for our event but will reschedule if 

necessary to ensure your health and  

safety. 

• NOMINATIONS for our awards are coming in and we 

have extended the deadline for submission.  Please  

contact the SDMAC Office to learn more or go to our 

website www.SDMAC.org 

SDMAC 
  

409 Camino Del Rio S.,  
Ste 302  

San Diego, CA 92108 
 admin@sdmac.org 

619-299-3763 
 

Please follow SDMAC at:  

Facebook:  SDMilitary 
Advisory Council 

Instagram: @SDMAC_Official 

Twitter: @SDMACOfficial 

LinkedIn: San Diego Military 
Advisory Council 

BECOME A PART OF OUR TEAM 

RECEIVE ANNOUNCEMENT & EVENT INFORMATION 

 

 

https://www.sdmac.org/joinSDMAC/

